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of his age to shame.
His heart was not, however, in his kingdom or
in the kind of life that was led at court. He was
by nature thoughtful and reflective, and soon
came to realize that a life of pleasure was nothing.
He felt that even the life of a householder was full
of troubles, but that the life of a monk was the
best of all. A monk alone could be free from sins
and could be above the desire for wealth and
position and power. He went on revoking such
thoughts in his mind for some time. Then he
came upon an old beggar, a sick man, a dead
body, and a noble hermit. These made him
realize still more deeply the sorrows of old age,
the illness to which man is heir, and death which
is the lot of all. By contrast he came to feel that
the life of a hermit was the best because by
leading such a life one rose above the weakness of
old age, the ills of the body, and the fear of-death.
He therefore made up his mind to leave his home.
At this very time a son was born to him. But
even this did not deter him from his resolve. So
one night he left his home in company with his
faithful servant. He then became a homeless
ascetic.
After leaving his home, Gautama went to
Rajagraha, the capital of Bimbisara, king of
Magadha. There he read with some Brahmins,
but his studies did not bring him any peace of
mind. Then he went to the iundes of